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HOUSTON WEST CHAMBER OF COMMERCE / Star Awards luncheon to be held Friday / Event honors businesses, nonprofits

By KIM MORGAN, Houston Chronicle Correspondent

The Houston West Chamber of Commerce will host its 10th annual Economic Development Summit and Star Awards Luncheon Friday at Omni Houston Westside, 13210 Katy Freeway. 

As of press time, the event is sold out. 

Chamber President and CEO Jeannie Bollinger said in honor of the 10th annual event, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett will issue a proclamation to the chamber. 

Texas Secretary of State Phil Wilson will speak as well as present the awards. 

There were 140 nominees this year in three categories: newly-opened or relocated businesses; established businesses; and, nonprofit or governmental organizations. 

One Star Award will be presented in each category. 

Bollinger said nominees, who do not have to be chamber members, are judged in three areas, including revenue and employee growth, community involvement and industry recognition/customer testimonials. 

A nominee in the nonprofit category is The Rotary Club of Houston Westchase. 

President Craig Splawn said the club has 18 members and was formed in 1983. 

For the last few years the club has supported Alief ISD schools in a variety of ways, including providing school uniforms, supplies and immunizations. 

But he believes what earned them the Star Award nomination, their first one, is their work with organizations such as West Houston Assistance Ministries and their support of events such as Wonderland in Westchase. 

"We're just getting back into being active in the west Houston community again," Splawn said. 

"It's been kind of dormant but we want to support this side of town and what's all available." 

In the Newly Opened category is Hayley Ranch Consulting. 

Barbara Hayley, who calls herself the company's "chief evangelist officer," said it's a "virtual" office because she's usually out providing corporate training and consulting to businesses in the Galleria area. 

"I'm bringing in a concept called `net-weaving,'" Hayley said. "It's connecting people with the right businesses. Clients pay me to train their customers. 

"It's cross-selling your customers to your customers." 

Hayley said she is also authorized by the federal government to administer loans to start-up companies and businesses owned by women and minorities. 

"We're trying to get people out on their own, being an entrepreneur," Hayley said. 

An Existing category nominee is Pre-Check Inc., 1283 N. Post Oak. 

President and chief operating officer Bruce Smith said they are in the business of health-care credentialing - verifying licenses and education, and providing criminal background checks of potential hires. 

Star Award recipients will be announced at the luncheon, along with a Pillar Award recipient. 

"The Pillar Award is not awarded every year, but it will be this year," Bollinger said. 

"What we're looking for in the Pillar Award is someone who has a long-standing history in the west Houston area; organizations or entities that have been there for a while and working hard to promote economic growth and development." 

To find out more about the Houston West Chamber of Commerce, visit www.hwcoc.org or call 713-785-4922. 

